54th Annual German-American Steuben Parade of NYC

Saturday, September 17, 2011

11:30 am – 3:00 pm

Fact Sheet

The Parade:                           German-American Steuben Parade, NYC 

Parade’s Date:                      Saturday, September 17, 2011 starting at 11:30 am 

Parade Route:                       67th Street & Fifth Avenue to 86th Street and Fifth Avenue. 

General Chairman:   
     Mr. Lars Halter

TV Coverage:

     Live TV coverage on WNET PBS TV Channel 13 and WLIW TV Channel 21 

Grand Marshals:                  Four Grand Marshals for this year’s Parade will be Ms. Samantha Brown, the

popular host of Travel Channel´s "Passport to Europe", as well as Ms. Ilse Aigner, German Secretary of 

Food, Agriculture, and Consumer Protection, Mr. Erik Bettermann, Director of Deutsche Welle, and the 

newly installed German Ambassador to the United States, Mr. Peter Ammon.

Prior Grand Marshals:         Some notable Grand Marshals of prior Parades have included Dr. Henry 

Kissinger, Mr. Donald Trump, Long Island’s own actress, writer and supermodel Ms. Carol Alt, beloved NY 

Yankees owner Mr. George Steinbrenner, Sex Therapist and media personality Dr. Ruth Westheimer, NY 

Governor Hon. George Pataki, NYC Mayors Hon. Rudolf Giuliani and Hon. Michael Bloomberg. 

Parade’s Sponsors:                The Official Sponsors of the 54th annual German-American Steuben 

Parade of NYC are Mercedes Benz, BASF, airberlin.com, Deutsche Telekom, Niche Import Co., 

Hofbrau Munchen / USA, and The German Information Center USA. 

Participants:                           There will be over 300 local groups attending from NY & NJ, CA, CT, IL, MA,

MD, PA, TX and WI, plus 25 groups from Germany attending this year’s German-American Parade and 

surrounding festivities -- the largest German-American event of its kind in the United States.  The 25 

foreign groups from Germany represent over 2,000 attendees and marchers alone!  There will be 27 

floats in this year’s Parade.  On display will also be the latest line of luxury automobiles from our sponsor 

Mercedes Benz.    

Parade Name:                        The Parade is named after General (Baron) Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben 

of the Prussian Army in Germany, who was invited by Benjamin Franklin in 1777 to join General George 

Washington in training what eventually became the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War.  He 

also wrote the book called "Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States", 

partly still used to this day!  After winning the Revolutionary War, General von Steuben settled in NY, 

where he became a citizen and lived until he passed away in the early 1800’s. The "Steuben Parade", as 

it is more commonly known, honors all German-Americans who have contributed so much to the 

makeup of America.  Names such as August Roebling--who built the Brooklyn Bridge, Levi Strauss—blue 

jeans, Heinrich Steinway—fine pianos, Lou Gehrig & Babe Ruth—baseball legends, Henry Kissinger—

former Secretary of State and Nobel Peace Prize Recipient, Dwight D. Eisenhower—President of the 

United States, are all great German-Americans and Patriots, whose contributions to our country and to 

the world have been immense!! 

Parade Church Service:         9:00 am at St. Patrick's Cathedral, (50th Street and Fifth Avenue) 

presided by His Excellency Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan, Archbishop of New York.   

Oktoberfest / Central Park:  Every year, a giant tent is built in Central Park and East 72nd Street, and a

giant Oktoberfest-like party is celebrates the year’s Parade.  The vast majority of the marchers from 

both America and Germany will gather at this after-parade-party, which is also open to the general 

public.  Oktoberfest  gates open at 1:30 pm while the Parade is still taking place.  Traditionally, between 

3,000 and 5,000 people attend this Oktoberfest every year.  All proceeds go directly to fund the Parade.   

Many local and overseas bands will perform throughout the afternoon.  There will be plenty of Bavarian 

Beer and “wurst” for sale.  There will be a traditional tapping of the Oktoberfest beer, from a wooden 

keg flown in from Munich’s own Hofbrauhaus, courtesy of Hofbrau Munchen and Lufthansa Airlines!  In 

addition, the  3rd Annual “National Masskrugstemmen (stein holding) Championship” will be held in 

Central Park’s Oktoberfest stage.  Twenty competitors from all over the United States will go head to 

head in a “strong-man competition” for the right to be crowned the US National Champion, and a one 

week trip to Munich, Germany!    This year features competitors from Las Vegas, NV, Pittsburgh, PA, 

Frankenmuth, MI, Plano, TX, Panama City, FL, as well as NY and NJ, among some.     

More Information:               Contact Lenny Coyne, Chairman of the Public Relations Committee, at 

lederhosenlen@yahoo.com  or by cell phone at 516-840-6157.  

Full Press Kit:   

      General information, Miss German-America and Her Court 2011, information 

on German-American Friendship Month 2011, or high quality resolution photos from previous parades 

that you can use free of charge , can be found by logging onto our website at: 

www.germanparadenyc.org  

Press Passes:

      Press Passes/Credentials are available to the Benefit Banquet (Friday night 

9/16), the German-American Steuben Parade and  Oktoberfest in Central Park (Sat 9/17) by emailing 

Lenny Coyne at lederhosenlen@yahoo.com or by cell phone at 516-840-6157.

THE GERMAN - AMERICAN STEUBEN PARADE

Each year on the third weekend of September, The German-American Steuben Parade is held on Manhattan’s famous Fifth Avenue.  The Parade is sponsored by the German-American Committee of Greater New York, Inc., and is organized by the German-American Steuben Parade Committee in a concerted effort between many German-American Organizations.

The Aim and Purpose Of The Parade
The aim and purpose of the Parade is to provide Americans, including the nation’s statesmen, with a visual of the great role played by Germanic immigrants in the development of the United States.  The Parade instills in all Americans with roots from German speaking countries a deep-rooted sense of pride and accomplishment.

The most recent census reveals that one in four Americans is of Germanic decent.  Some famous German Americans include:  Peter Zenger, Father of the Freedom of the Press; Albert Einstein, Scientist; John Roebling, Builder of the Brooklyn Bridge; Werner von Braun, America’s First Space Pioneer! 

The First Parade
Leaders in the German-American community were aware that many immigrant groups in the Metropolitan area expressed their pride and heritage with an annual parade.  The first ever German-American Steuben Parade was held in 1957 in the predominantly German-American neighborhood of Ridgewood, Queens.  The enthusiasm was so overwhelming that on September 20, 1958, just one year later, the Parade was moved from Myrtle Avenue to its current location on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan.  

The first New York City Parade lasted two hours, and included floats, bands, and marchers from the local community.  Today’s Parade has gone international by consistently including over twenty groups from overseas, flying to New York exclusively to attend the Parade!  Marchers from all over the country, as well as civic leaders, singers, dancers and social organizations enthusiastically participate each year!

For over 30 years the Parade was called The Steuben Parade, named after General Fredrick Wilhelm von Steuben, a patriot of the American Revolutionary War, who next to George Washington was instrumental in achieving victory for the Continental Army. 

In General von Steuben’s honor, the Parade is usually set on the first Saturday following his birthday of September 17th.   For the thirty-fourth annual Parade, the name was changed to “The German-American Steuben Parade” in order to identify it more closely with the German-American Community.

The Parade Organization & Financing

The continued success of the Parade is due to the dedication and commitment of the many private citizens and affiliated organizations that make up the German-American Community in the tri-state area.  Participants include: civic, religious, charitable, social and cultural groups; such as singing societies, sports clubs, fraternal orders, trade unions, folklore and dance groups.  In addition, many groups and bands from German speaking countries, with thousands of visitors, are attracted to the New York Parade to promote the spirit of German-American friendship.        

The Parade, one of the largest in the New York area, is financed entirely by the German-American community through personal donations, corporate contributions, the sale and distribution of Cornflowers and receipts from journals and social functions.  The Parade Committee is a Non-Profit Organization, and all monies donated are tax deductible and solely used to finance the staging of the Parade.   

THE PARADE FLAGS

The Parade is symbolized by the National Flags of the United States and the Federal Republic of Germany, and the official “German-American Steuben Parade Flag.”

The American Flag:  Once flew over the Capitol Building in Washington D.C., and was a gift from President Dwight D. Eisenhower.  It was presented to the first Parade Committee by then Congressman Albert H. Bosch.  

The German Flag:  A gift from President Theodore Heuss of the Federal Republic of Germany.  It was presented by Dr. Adolph Reiffeischeidt, Consul General of the German Embassy in N.Y.

The Steuben Parade Flag:  Was designed by Gary Paul Grahl, and depicts von Steuben and the Cornflower.

THE CORNFLOWER

The Cornflower, the floral emblem of the German-American Steuben Parade, has been accepted as an ethnic symbol of the German-American Community.  The idea of such an association goes back before the inception of the Parade.  The simple flower is found in the grain fields throughout central Europe, mingled with the ripening grain, side by side with the red poppy, and brightens the country-side everywhere throughout the summer.  The beauty of this pure blue flower symbolizes the truth, loyalty and devotion that German-Americans hold for their American homeland.  This shade of blue is also represented in our own American Flag, the Star Spangled Banner. 

GENERAL / BARON FREDRICK WILHELM VON STEUBEN

“His Services Were Indispensable For The Achievement of American Independence.”

George Washington, December 23, 1784

General Fredrick Wilhelm von Steuben, an American Revolutionary Patriot, was born September 17, 1730 in Magdeburg, Germany, and came to America in 1777 at the invitation of Benjamin Franklin.  He volunteered his services at a time when the new nation was fighting for freedom and its very existence.

When General von Steuben reached Washington’s winter quarters and refuge at Valley Forge, February 23, 1778, he found demoralized troops plagued by hunger and the wintry cold.  Within a few months, von Steuben transformed the ragged recruits into a disciplined force, capable of effective maneuvering and skilled fighting.  The value of General von Steuben’s intensive training and personal leadership was evident at the Battle of Monmouth, New Jersey, and proved to be the turning point of the war.

On May 5, 1778, von Steuben was appointed Inspector General in the US Army, with the rank of Major General.  Following the Revolutionary War, he devoted his energies to promoting the idea of creating a national defense by designing plans for a military academy at West Point, to secure and strengthen the American democracy.

Von Steuben was named “Honorary Citizen of The City of New York,” and he is but one of the many immigrants, and their descendants, who continue to offer a wide range of contributions in all areas of life that makes America what it is today!  Each September, The German-American Steuben Parade is held to honor this great man!     

Travel Channel´s Samantha Brown named

Grand Marshal of German-American Steuben Parade in NYC
Organizers expect 25 groups from Germany – Parade to be held on September 17 – PBS affiliates to broadcast live from Fifth Avenue

With just a few months to go until the 54th Annual German-American Steuben Parade, the Parade Committee has named the Grand Marshals leading this year´s event. They include Samantha Brown, the popular host of Travel Channel´s “Passport to Europe”, as well as Ilse Aigner, German Secretary of Food, Agriculture, and Consumer Protection, Erik Bettermann, Director of Deutsche Welle, and the newly installed German Ambassador to the United States, Peter Ammon.

“We are proud to have such a great group of Grand Marshals,” said Steuben Parade General Chairman, Lars Halter. For many years, the Parade Committee has given the honorary title to German-Americans from all walks of life to honor their achievements or contributions to the ongoing German-American friendship. In recent years, Grand Marshals of the Steuben Parade have included former US Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, the legendary Dr. Ruth Westheimer, New York legends Donald Trump and George Steinbrenner, actor Eric Braeden, super model Carol Alt, entertainers Siegfried & Roy, and many more.

Parade Chairman Halter appreciates the various backgrounds of this year´s Grand Marshals. “Samantha Brown is not only of German ancestry,” he said, “but she is building bridges between the US and Germany in her travel programs that have inspired numerous Americans to travel to Germany, Austria and Switzerland.” Originally from Dallas/Texas, Ms. Brown became a host on the Travel Channel in 1999 and has since then produced TV programs from around the world, including the series “Girl Meets Hawaii” and themed specials like “Great Cruises” on board the Freedom of the Seas, and “Passport to Green Getaways” on eco-friendly tourism.

Ilse Aigner had a background in telecommunications and helicopter electric systems before running for political office in 1994, when she was first elected to the Bavarian State Parliament. Just four years later, she carried her district with absolute majority to win a seat in the German Bundestag, where she held different positions. In October 2008, Ms. Aigner succeeded the newly elected Governor of Bavaria, Horst Seehofer, to become Secretary of Food, Agriculture, and Consumer Protection in the administration of Chancellor Angela Merkel. Recently, Ms. Aigner has worked towards stopping price inflation in the food sector and limiting ATM fees in Germany.

Peter Ammon has just recently been installed as the new German Ambassador to the United States, succeeding Steuben Parade friend and former Grand Marshal, Klaus Scharioth. Ammon, who holds a Doctorate in Economics from Berlin’s Free University, most recently served as State Secretary at the Foreign Office. Born 1952 in Frankfurt/Main, he has close ties to the US through family relations and long-standing friendships. From 1999 to 2001, he served at the German Embassy in Washington, D.C. as Economic Minister. In 2007 and 2008, he was appointed German Ambassador to Paris, France. Prior to that he served as a career diplomat in London; Dakar/Senegal; and New Delhi. Ambassador Ammon is an avid hiker and fan of the music and poetry of Bob Dylan.
Erik Bettermann is the Indendant (Director) of Deutsche Welle, Germany´s influential international broadcaster. Founded in 1953 during the administration of President Theodor Heuss, Deutsche Welle immediately took on the global market, broadcasting in English, French, Spanish and Portuguese within one year after its initial program. Since then, the station has broadcast TV and Radio programs in dozens of languages to serve people on all five continents, including Persian, Serbo-Croatian, Swahili, Hindi, Urdu, and Pashtu. For hundreds of thousands of Americans of German descent, Deutsche Welle is the main link to the old country, the to-go-station for news and sports. Before starting his tenure as Director of Deutsche Welle, Mr. Bettermann served as Chief-of-Staff to the Vice President in the German Bundestag and, later, as Senator in the Free and Hanseatic City of Bremen. He is a frequent traveler and already looking forward to the Steuben Parade in 2011 and 2012, the latter of which he is planning to attend with a Mardi Gras delegation from his hometown of Cologne.

Other than the Grand Marshals, the Steuben Parade has plenty in store for spectators on Fifth Avenue. Organizers are expecting almost 25 groups from Germany and Austria to participate in the event, mostly music and dance groups as well as groups wearing “Tracht”, the regional garb traditionally worn in many German regions. Among the many groups marching in this year´s Parade is a large delegation of the “Technisches Hilfswerk” (THW), the all-volunteer disaster relief organization under auspices of the Department of the Interior. The THW  delegation will be led by President Albrecht Broemme. It commemorates two recent events that have brought the German organization to the US to help with the clean-up: the terror attacks of 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina.

Other highlights of the upcoming Steuben Parade include a tribute to legendary singer and songwriter John Denver, who was of German descent, and floats celebrating other great German-Americans and their contributions to the American Way of Life.

The Steuben Parade is named after General Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, a Prussian Officer who joined General George Washington´s troops in the Winter of 1777 in Valley Forge. It was his training of the troops that enabled the young American forces to beat the British in the Revolutionary War.

The 54th Annual German-American Steuben Parade will be held on Saturday, September 17, 2011, starting at 11.30 AM. The Parade will move up Fifth Avenue between 67th and 86th Street with the Grand Stand and bleachers located on 79th Street. Tickets for the bleachers are still available at www.GermanParadeNYC.org/store - of course, viewing the Steuben Parade from the Street is entirely free. Tickets are needed, however, for the Oktoberfest in Central Park. Among the highlights here is the 3rd Annual US Championship in Masskrugstemmen (mug stemming) presented by Hofbräu.

This year´s German-American Steuben Parade will be broadcast on different PBS affiliates. New York based station WNET (Channel 13) will broadcast live on Saturday, September 17, 2011 from 12 Noon to 2 PM with a repeat planned on WLIW the day after. Other PBS affiliates throughout the United States have shown interest in the broadcast, too. However, dates and times are not yet confirmed.

German-American Steuben Parade Committee Selects Its Queen and her Court

Miss German-America Selected During “Maifest On The Pier and Crowning Celebration” 
The German-American Committee of Greater New York is proud to announce that Miss Denise Manukian has been crowned Miss German-America 2011!  The crowning took place Saturday, May 21st during the “Maifest on the Hudson” co-sponsored by World Yacht Cruises on Pier 81, and the German-American Steuben Parade Committee, which celebrates its 54th Annual Parade on September 17, 2011. 

Also selected were two princesses: Miss Christina Kraker and Miss Susanne Stuppert. Juliana Mense, Kristen Szoldatis, Katharina Hofmann, and Sophia Guarnaschelli were selected as the four Junior Princesses, and Alex Harzewski will serve as Junior General to round off this year’s “Court”.  Nearly 2000 people were in attendance at this year’s crowning, which featured live music by “The Alpine Squeeze” band, and dancing by the “Schlierachtaler Stamm” Bavarian dancers.

Queen Denise Manukian is a 23 year old resident of Rego Park, NY, and a recent graduate of the School of Management at Binghampton University.  She is fluent in the German language, and thoroughly enjoys her German roots.  “From what I could see, and from the initial feedback from both the judges and the public, Denise is going to make a terrific spokesperson for the German-American Steuben Parade, through her grace, poise and intelligence,” said Lars Halter, the Parade’s General Chairman, of the newly crowned Queen.  Twenty year old Princess Christina Kraker is a resident of Mahopac, NY and a student at the University of Scranton, PA, where she studies International Business.  Princess Susanne Stuppert is 25 years old, resides in Massapequa, NY, and recently completed her Master’s degree in Childhood Multicultural Education in the State University of NY.   

Parade Chairman Halter is very excited to point out that each of the young ladies selected will receive a scholarship courtesy of the Parade Committee.  The Queen will receive a $3000 scholarship, while each princess will receive $1000 towards paying for their own education.  In addition the Court will be riding a float up Fifth Avenue during the Steuben Parade on September 17th.  In addition, they will be attending numerous festivals in the tri-state area, making television and other special appearances.  

The 54th Annual German-American Steuben Parade is the greatest display of German-American heritage and culture in the United States.  This year, the Parade will be held on Saturday, September 17th on Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue.  Hundreds of local and national groups will be marching, as well as twenty five groups that will fly in from Germany to join he festivities.

The German-American Steuben Parade of NYC

Is Proud To Announce

OKTOBERFEST IN CENTAL PARK

Date: 

Saturday, September 17, 2011  

Time:

1:30 pm to 7:00 pm

Location:
Central Park’s Summer Stage Grounds; enter on E 72nd & Fifth Avenue, NYC  

Admission:
For ticket information call: 914-439-7638 or log onto www.germanparadenyc.org
The greatest Oktoberfest in New York is in Central Park!!  
This event features 25 groups from Germany and Austria that will be in town from their respective countries to march in the 54th Annual German-American Steuben Parade earlier in the day.  Hundreds of local and national groups from as far as California and Texas will also be in attendance!  Each band from Germany will perform during this awesome display of Bavarian culture in America!  Local entertainment 

will also be at hand, including the internationally known band, Spitze, from Orlando Florida, and the 

Alex Meixner Band from PA, who will entertain on the Main Stage.
The event, the major fundraiser for the German-American Steuben Parade, attracts over 5,000 

attendees each year, and features six giant trucks loaded with fresh imported German beer, 

traditional food like wurst and herring, and lots and lots of Oompah music!  
Our Grand Marshals will be tapping a ceremonial wooden beer keg, which is being flown to NY for these  festivities from the site of the original Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany.  

In addition, don't miss the Third Annual National "Masskrugstemmen" (stein holding) 

Championship ... a display of strength and endurance, featuring contestants from all over the 

United States, flown to New York City in order to compete for a first prize trip to Munich, 

Germany, courtesy of Hofbrau Bier, USA and the German-American Steuben Parade! 

2011 National Masskrugstemmen Championship

Central Park, NY

September 17, 2011

Sponsors:  Hofbrau USA / Munchen

German-American Steuben Parade of NY

2011 Finalists:

Mr. Lionel Willis  of Lake Worth, FL 

American-German Club - The Palm Beaches

Mr. Rich Crossley  of Euless, TX 

Bavarian Grill

Mr. Brian Hunsaker  of New Port, MI 

Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn

Mr. David Harrill  of New Braunfels, TX 

Friesenhaus Restaurant

Mr. Brandon Docken  of Panama City Beach, FL 

Hofbräu Beer Garden - PCB

Mr. Michael Grossa  of Las Vegas, NV 
Hofbräuhaus Las Vegas

Mr. Jerry Karn of Strongsville, OH 

Hofbräuhaus Newport, KY

Mr. Jim Banko  of Pittsburgh, PA 

Hofbräuhaus Pittsburgh

Mr. Daniel Gramann  of Milwaukee, WI 

Old German Beer Hall

Mr. Peter Melina  of Silverdale, WA 

Prost!

Mr. Adam Lamb  of New York, NY 

Bierhaus NYC, NYC

Mr. Vladimir Kunca – Returning 2010 Champion – of Mahopac, NY 

Schutzen Park, North Bergen, NJ

Mr. David Clayton  of Keansburg, NJ 
Zeppelin Hall Restaurant & Biergarten

Mr. Brian Charimante  of Bethpage, NY

Mr. Beery’s Restaurant

Mr. Rogelio Jaurez  of Brooklyn, NY 

Der Schwarze Kölner Biergarten
Floats Appearing At German-American Steuben Parade of NY

	Float #
	Theme
	
	
	Sponsor
	
	
	Music
	
	

	1
	President Float
	
	Steuben SocietyNY
	
	
	
	

	2
	Miss German America & Court
	Friend of Parade
	
	
	
	

	3
	Deutsche Schule NJ
	
	Steuben Committee NJ
	
	
	

	4
	Schwaebische Eisenbahn
	Canstatter NY & NJ
	
	
	
	

	5
	Shaping America
	
	German Heritage Museum
	
	
	

	6
	EinProsit
	
	
	Zum Stammtisch Restaurant
	Die Spitzbaum
	

	7
	Hofbrau Munich
	
	Hofbrauhaus America
	 Masskrugstemmen contestants

	8
	Tribute to John Denver
	Suffolk County Steuben
	Songwriter: BILL DANOFF

	9
	Renewable Energy
	
	German General Consulate 
	GASY Students
	

	10
	Little Miss Schutzen Park
	Friends of Schutzen Park
	
	
	

	11
	OKTOBERFEST
	
	Niche Importers
	
	The Polka Brothers
	

	12
	Fritz Reuter Altenheim
	Fritz Reuter Altenheim
	Accordionist
	

	13
	Miss Plattdeutsche & Court
	Plattdeutsche Restaurant L.I.
	
	
	

	14
	Plattdeutsche Home
	Plattdeutsche Home
	
	
	

	15
	Koelsche Funken
	
	Forest Pork Stores
	
	Karnival Music
	

	16
	Bierhaus NYC
	
	Bierhaus NYC
	
	Alpine Squeeze
	

	17
	Do Deutsch
	
	German Info Ctr. Wash. DC
	International Alphorn Ensemble

	       18
	Germany in NYC/Dish 
	Germany in NYC/DISH
	Accordionist: Vladmir Shvets

	19
	Rheinscher Saengerbund
	Mtn. Brauhaus
	
	Rheinischer Men's Choir

	20
	Wir Sprechen Deutsch
	German School CT
	
	
	
	

	21
	Waterloo German Band
	St. Louis G-A Committee
	Waterloo Band
	

	22
	Blaue Gans-The Standard
	Blaue Gans-Bitburger
	German DJ
	

	23
	German Masonic Home
	German Masonic Home
	
	
	

	24
	Heidelberg Restaurant
	Spaten Bier
	
	
	
	

	25
	German American School
	German American School NY
	
	
	

	26
	Cuckoo Clock
	
	Petschauer Insurance
	
	
	

	27
	Karl Ehmer Meats
	
	Karl Ehmer/Bosco Foods
	Accordionist: Dino Mezic


German-American Friendship Month in NYC

Sponsored by

German-American Steuben Parade of NYC

September 2011

AMBITIOUS BREW – THE STORY OF AMERICAN BEER

When a wave of German immigrants arrived in the middle of the nineteenth century, they re-created the pleasures of the “Biergarten” they had left behind, and invented a new American-style lager beer. In her best-selling book, author Maureen Ogle remembers a time when America counted 4131 breweries. She presents the stories of the German brewers and the youngest crop of today´s micro-breweries. This event includes a lecture, food, and a tasting of three beers.

Three dates, times and locations:

Saturday, Sept. 3, 4 PM; Hofbräu Bierhaus, 712 Third Avenue, New York City

There will be a charge depending on the location.
Directions by Subway: Take the 4, 5, or 6 subway to Grand Central Station
 

KLEIST TODAY

To this day, German poet and playwright Heinrich von Kleist (1777-1811) continues to inspire contemporary German culture. 200 years after his death, influential theater critic and scholar Bernd Sucher explores the classic poet’s continuing impact on German theater. A few days later, the gifted German theater group Project creActor stages a bilingual reading of Kleist´s great drama, “Penthesilea”.

Date:  Tuesday, Sept. 6 

Time:  6 PM 

Location:  Deutsches Haus at NYU, 42 Washington Mews, New York City

http://deutscheshaus.as.nyu.edu/page/home  Tel:  212-998-8660

Staging of Penthesilia: 

Date:  Saturday, Sept. 10 

Time:  4.30 PM 

Location: Deutsches Haus at NYU, 42 Washington Mews, New York City

Event is Free

http://deutscheshaus.as.nyu.edu/page/home  Tel:  212-998-8660

KURT GUTENBRUNNER´S COOKING SHOW

Austrian-born chef Kurt Gutenbrunner has been a star in the culinary world of New York City ever since arriving in 1988. Today, he is serving spectacular German and Austrian dishes in six places, including the high-end “Wallsé” with its next-door wine bar “The Upholstery Store” as well as the artsy “Blaue Gans” in Tribeca and Viennese style “Café Sabarsky” in Neue Galerie on Museum Mile. In an exclusive cooking show, the Michelin-decorated Gutenbrunner shows you the secrets of his cooking. Enjoy his exquisite food with hand-selected wines.

Date: Thursday, Sept. 8 

Time: 6 PM 

Location: Institute of Culinary Education, 50 West 23rd Street, New York City
$75 – RSVP at 914-439-7638

 

GERMAN PUB CRAWL
A staple during German-American Friendship Month, the German Pub Crawl takes you to some of New York´s best German watering holes. Our double-decker bus will bring you to places old and new and lets you taste some of the freshest beers New York City has to offer.  Prost!

Date:  Saturday, Sept. 10 

Time:  12 Noon – 6 pm

For Ticket Info and Meeting Locations:   RSVP required at 914-393-7885

ACHIM HEUKEMES: COAST TO COAST AND BACK

In June, German extreme athlete Achim Heukemes began a unique cross-country trip: He rode his bike from New York City to San Diego, CA, averaging 150 miles a day, then turned around to run back to New York, averaging 65 miles per day. At over 3,200 miles each way, his adventure presents one of the greatest feats in sports history. Heukemes dedicated the project to the victims of 9/11 and will tell you his story in this exclusive event that includes a Q&A session.

Monday, Sept. 12, 6 PM; German Consulate General, First Avenue at 49th Street, New York City

$15 Donation to “Flag of Honor” Charity; RSVP at germanconsulatenyc@gmail.com
THE WORLD AFTER NINE ELEVEN

Tobias Endler’s study After 9/11 presents 17 interviews with America's leading political thinkers. Renowned experts such as James Lindsay, Zbigniew Brzezinski, Francis Fukuyama, and Noam Chomsky discuss the nation’s foreign policy in the post-9/11 world and comment on their own role in US: What is America's foreign policy in the post-9/11 world? What should it be? How to prevent another terrorist attack and restore America's damaged reputation? This expert roundtable discussion is co-sponsored by DDAD, the German Academic Exchange Program and the Heidelberg University Association.

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 6.30 PM, Deutsches Haus at NYU, 42 Washington Mews, New York City

http://deutscheshaus.as.nyu.edu/page/home  Tel:  212-998-8660

Event is Free

CABARET: BERLIN NOW

For this one-night program, German Forum is hosting two brilliant Cabaret artists directly from Berlin: Annika Krump, acclaimed Accordionist and Chanteuse International, and Felicitas Madl, Actress and Dancer. There will be pre-show cocktail reception at 6.15 PM, an excellent opportunity to mingle with members of the German Forum. 

Date:  Wednesday, Sept. 14 

Time:  7 PM 

Location: Gotham Comedy Club, 208 West 23rd Street at 7th Avenue, NYC

Ticket Info: $30; RSVP to contactus@germanforum.org
54th annual GERMAN-AMERICAN STEUBEN PARADE

The grandest display of German-American culture in this country is the annual German-American Steuben Parade of NYC!  It celebrates the many contributions of German-Americans, from building the Brooklyn Bridge, to Freedom of the Press, to Sports, Aerospace, Medicine and more!  There will be over 300 groups attending this year’s Parade, including groups from NY, NJ and CT, as well as groups from all over the nation, including CA, IL, MA, MD, PA, TX and WI. An additional 22 groups from Germany will also be marching! In addition, 27 floats depict famous themes and the many accomplishments of America’s largest ethnic group!  The parade is free to watch along Fifth Avenue!    

Date: Saturday, September 17, 2011 
Time: 11:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Location: Parade route: 67th Street to 86th Street on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan.
The Parade is free to watch along Fifth Avenue. However, for Grandstand seating information contact Herb Seef at 914-439-7638 or log onto www.germanparadenyc.org . 
OKTOBERFEST IN CENTAL PARK

The greatest Oktoberfest in New York City is held every year in Central Park! Event features 2 local bands from the United States (“Spitze” from Orlando, FL and “Alex Meixner” from PA) and 22 groups from Germany that will march in the 54th annual German-American Steuben Parade earlier in the day, as well as hundreds of local and national groups also in attendance!  Each band from Germany will perform during this awesome Oktoberfest, which features 6 truck-loads of German Imported Beer, traditional food, and lots and lots of Oompah!  In addition, don't miss the Third National "Masskrugstemmen" (stein holding) competition ... a display of strength and endurance, featuring contestants from all over the United States who compete for a first prize trip to Munich, Germany, courtesy of Hofbrau Bier North America! 
Date:  Saturday, September 17 

Time:  1:30 pm through 7:00 pm

Location:  Central Park’s Summer Stage, enter East 72nd Street and Fifth Avenue, Manhattan.  

Ticket Info:  $15; For info call Herb Seef at 914-439-7638 or log onto www.germanparadenyc.org/store 

OOMPAHFEST AND CONCERT

The “Oompahfest” borrowed its name from the distinguished sound of Oompah-Music filling the tent at Plattdeutsche Park every year. Hear and see a multitude of music groups from Germany – 10 marching groups and brass bands – and enjoy traditional German food fresh from the grill.  Everyone´s favorite, of course: the phenomenal Potato Pancakes, and the fresh imported German beer!  Traditional vendors will also present selling anything from smokers to steins to lederhosen and dirndls. 

Date:  Sunday, September 18, 2011

Time:  11am – 11pm

Location:  Plattduetsche Park Picnic Grounds, 1132 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY

Ticket Info:  516-354-3131 or check out www.parkrestaurant.com
PAGING THROUGH BERLIN

Berlin aficionados and authors Eva Schweitzer and Stephan Maria Rother present their new photo books with fascinating insights into Europe’s buzzing and vibrant cultural capital, as well as the traces of Berlin’s troubled history. This event features the Berlin-raised American artist Rachel Liebeskind.

Date:  Tuesday, September 20 

Time:  6:30 PM 

Location:  Deutsches Haus at NYU, 42 Washington Mews, New York City

http://deutscheshaus.as.nyu.edu/page/home  Tel:  212-998-8660

Event is Free

OKTOBERFEST ON THE HUDSON

Celebrate Oktoberfest on the Hudson River and enjoy the best treats of summer: fresh German beer, music and entertainment on an open-air stage, and a Cruise up and down the river while you are marveling at the beautiful New York City skyline.

Date: Saturday, September 24 

Time: 12 Noon

Location: Pier 81, Hudson River at 41st Street, New York City

Ticket Info:  $15 at www.WorldYacht.com 

NEW YORK IS WHERE WE ARE

A comprehensive retrospective of the work of Sabine von Oettingen, one of the former GDR’s most extravagant underground-performers and founding member of the fashion performance group “CCD – Chic, Charmant und Dauerhaft” (chic, charming and durable). This documentary photo by Jürgen Hohmuth will be accompanied by a fashion show in the spectacular historic courtyard.

Date:  Friday, September 30

Time:  6:30 PM 

Location:  Deutsches Haus at NYU, 42 Washington Mews, New York City

http://deutscheshaus.as.nyu.edu/page/home  Tel:  212-998-8660

Event is Free
Mayor Bloomberg Welcomes Hundreds Of Visitors From 

Germany & Austria In Front of City Hall, Friday, Sept. 

16th. Visitors in Town to Attend German-American Parade

Contact: 

Lenny Coyne, Public Relations Committee Chairman

Organization: 
German American Steuben Parade Committee

Telephone: 

(516) 840-6157

Email: 

lederhosenlen@yahoo.com 

On Friday, September 16, 2011, at 11:30 am, the Hon. Mayor Michael Bloomberg will greet more than 1000 German, Austrian and Swiss tourists who are in town to partake of this Saturday’s 54th annual German-American Steuben Parade on Fifth Avenue.  The greeting will take place at the northeast section of City Hall Park, where Park Row meets Centre Street, across from the entrance to the Brooklyn Bridge.

The Mayor’s greeting, full of all the pomp and oompah that one could muster, has become a yearly tradition at City Hall!  Twenty five groups from Germany and Austria, all wearing traditional costumes from their respective regions and towns - some of these costumes dating back many generations - have flown into NYC from their respective countries in order to help us celebrate the grandest display of German-American culture and pride in this country, the German-American Steuben Parade!  Fifteen bands from Germany alone are in town, some with entourages numbering more than 100 members!  The members of these bands, and the tourists attending our Parade, spend many millions of dollars in New York City’s economy over the course of Parade week!  

Each group will be presented with a gift, courtesy of the German-American Steuben Parade, and each band will then play a song in front of City Hall, in honor of Mayor Bloomberg. 

The German-American Steuben Parade, more commonly known as the “Steuben Parade”, will be held this Saturday, September 17, in Manhattan’s beautiful Fifth Avenue, from 67th Street to 86th Streets.  The Parade kicks off at 11:30 am.  

According to the 2010 census, German Americans make up the single largest ethnic group in America.  One in five Americans is of German descent! 

For more information on the 54th annual German-American Steuben Parade, please log onto our website at www.germanparadenyc.org  

Mayor Bloomberg officially declared the month of September as German-American Friendship Month in Manhattan!  For more info on German-American Friendship Month, log onto our website www.germanparadenyc.org 
German-American Steuben Parade Announces Hosts for TV Broadcast

WLIW´s Laura Savini and Theresa Statz-Smith to host two hour live event from Fifth Avenue, NYC

NEW YORK – The German-American Steuben Parade is proud to announce that Laura Savini and Theresa Statz-Smith will be the hosts of its first Live-Broadcast on Public Television.  The program will air on Saturday, September 17, at 12 Noon on WNET (Channel 13, New York).  Ms. Savini and Ms. Statz-Smith, two celebrated TV personalities, will be hosting live from a stage on Fifth Avenue overlooking the 54th staging of this colorful and proud display of German-American tradition, culture and history.
Both, Ms. Savini and Ms. Statz-Smith, have been on-air on WNET and WLIW for many years and are well known to the public. They have hosted many PBS telecasts and pledge drives together, while also producing and hosting programs individually.

Laura Savini, who is currently the president of Untamed Hair Productions & Consulting, is proud of her own German roots. She has traveled to Germany as a host of the PBS specials “Visions of Germany: Along the Rhine”, and “Visions of Germany: Bavaria”. Ms. Savini was involved in the production, marketing and hosting of “The German-Americans” documentary for WLIW New York and PBS nationally. These projects enticed her to drive through parts of Germany with her mother in search of what was once Herenheider, the small town her grandmother hailed from.  This adventure is one of the most precious memories of this mother and daughter team. The next trip is already planned: to the Black Forest in search of her grandfather’s heritage.  In July of 2012 Laura will be hosting a German cruise on the Danube with Burt Wolf for WLIW.  For more information, visit www.laurasavinicruise.com.

Laura Savini is married to Jimmy Webb, the Grammy-winning composer and chairman of the National Songwriters’ Hall of Fame.  

Theresa Statz-Smith is thrilled to be a part of the Steuben Parade. Having grown up in the Wisconsin farmland surrounded by many different German families, Ms. Statz-Smith is an alumnus of the Arthur Burns Fellowship Program, which promotes German-American relations, and a winner of the Rias Berlin Kommission TV-Award for a documentary she produced in 1995.  She has two brothers, who live in Germany near Frankfurt with their families.  She visits Germany regularly and regrets that her German language skills are “no longer very good, but I am fairly talented at pronunciation!”

Steuben Parade General Chairman Lars Halter is excited about working with both, Theresa Statz-Smith and Laura Savini. “With their personal German background and their genuine interest and passion for German and German-American history and culture, I can’t think of anyone better suited to host the first TV broadcast of our Parade,” says Halter.

The two hour program will be co-hosted by Jens Korte, a correspondent for German news stations n-TV and Deutsche Welle.  Mr. Korte has been reporting from the New York Stock Exchange for over ten years and is one of the best known TV personalities in his homeland.  He will conduct street interviews to complement the broadcast and add another colorful perspective on the crowd cheering for the Steuben Parade, one of the largest German-American events in the country.

The broadcast will also feature live interviews with Grand Marshals and other VIPs. The 2011 Grand Marshals are Samantha Brown, host of Travel Channel´s “Passport to Europe”, Ilse Aigner, German Secretary for Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection, the newly appointed German Ambassador to the United States, Peter Ammon, and Erik Bettermann, Director of Germany´s international broadcaster, Deutsche Welle.

Highlights of the Steuben Parade broadcast also include video clips from well-known German-Americans. Former Grand Marshals Donald Trump, Dr. Ruth Westheimer, and super model Carol Alt have produced greetings for the Steuben Parade. Viewers will also be treated to a special performance by the widely celebrated Alex Meixner Band on the Entertainment Stage, as well as performances by many dance groups from both the United States and Germany.

The live broadcast of the German-American Steuben Parade is generously supported by the German Information Center, Mercedes-Benz, the New York Stock Exchange and Hofbräu America as Underwriters.  In addition, many German-American clubs and associations, as well as individual members of the German-American community have contributed to fund this significant program.  It will bring German-American history and culture to a much broader and larger audience than ever before. Fund raising for this broadcast is still ongoing.  Donations can be made at www.GermanParadeNYC.org/TV  in support of the German-American Steuben Parade.

For more information on the German-American Steuben Parade and on German-American Friendship Month 2011, log onto our website at www.germanparadenyc.org 
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